Excerpts - press reviews

Latvijas Avīze, May 17, 2004

„Western Russians of the non-governmental organization” Dmitrijs Nikolajevs:

„I think that such activities are worth while, so people can understand in what kind of country they live”. D. Nikolajevs stressed that this project is a very valuable result of the integration work.

„We claim that no matter what nationality we hold, or what our age is, we are to integrate to make our environment clean!” , said Vita Jaunzeme.

The organizers of the action stress that love for fatherland and practical work for the country unites people more than political claims.

„At this moment, our political elite discusses a lot about the educational issues involving many nationalities, therefore we thought this action would bring different people together helping to make our country cleaner”, said Valdis Kalnozols. 

Vakara Ziņas, December 8, 2003 

Jaunzeme (Vita) admits that „Latvia is a one messy place”. „One has to change thinking otherwise our country will never be clean. That is the main thing – thinking has got to change, people’s attitude’s got to change. No waste should ever be left on the ground. Every individual has to think that Latvia is a small personal garden that they owe, and that this garden should be kept clean. All comes down to one vital point – love towards country. No doubt, there are ignorant people that do not care if there is a mess around them or not. But nowadays, people have to get over it and start to think about their country.”

Policijas akadēmijas Vēstis, September 30, 2002

Ingus Vītoliņš about the project „Footprints”

What has this project given to me?

I have received from it absolutely everything that I expected. I had a unique opportunity to work together, hand in hand, with many Latvian Olympians. Now, I also know what it means to organize a large scale public event, as I had never done it before.

Thanks to this project, I think, a real friendship among students from different colleges and universities has started. 

Do feel there is a need for similar projects in the future?

Absolutely. Students already have proved that they do need lots of talking about weather we are to do something for our country or not. We are simply going and doing things.

„The Flame”- Magazine of the World Olympians Association, September 2002.

Inese Jaunzeme, President of the Latvian Olympians Club:

„My participation in the IV IOC Sport and Environment Conference in Nagano last November gave me a number of new ideas. On returning home, I with fellow Olympians met the Environmental Committee of the City of Riga and on January8, 2002 we signed an agreement for a joint action plan for environmental activities.

In Latvia environmental problems particularly in cities are becoming increasingly acute. The other problem is the „could not care less” attitude.

Our aim is to commence action to effect positive change. So far, as part of the „Project Footprints” two clean-up activities have taken place with about 550 students and Olympians. The name „footprint” was chosen to express the notion that in nature we should leave no more than the imprints of our feet and everything that we do leaves traces both in our minds and affect our future.”


„The Flame” – Magazine of the World Olympians Association, November, 2003

WOA Secretary General Liston Bochette visited in Riga to participate in the well-known „Footprints” environmental protection project. Led by the Latvian NOA President and Olympic champion javelin thrower, 1956, Dr. Inese Janzeme, many Latvian Olympians, and the officials from the NOC and government representatives, a series of special events where conducted. Planting trees at the Olympic training centre was held as a promise to future generations that Olympians care about our planet. A special awards ceremony was also held to recognize the local students and outstanding citizens who have donated their time and resources to help Latvians enjoy a cleaner environment. „We can be proud of the efforts by the Latvian Olympians working to make the world a healthier place to live”- said Liston Bochette.


Sports, 15 May 2002 – „Latvian Olympic club’s “green” activities”

Mājas Viesis, 8 November 2002 – „Green tracks after us”

Sports, 23 May 2003 – „LSPA students tidy up Smerlis (Šmerļa) wood”

Neatkarīgā Rīta Avīze, 11 September 2002 – Bobbers tidy up Smerlis (Šmerli)”

Latvijas Students, 9 May 2002 – „Olympians carry garbage bags too”

Lauku Avīze, 23 May 2002 – „Green Olympic assistance”

Neatkarīgā Rīta Avīze, 29 October 2002 – „Environment Project Footprints autumn season is coming to ending”

Universitātes DNS, 30 October 2002 – University students are joining at “Footprints” („Pēdās”)

Diena, 29 October 2002 – „Olympians – bait young people”

Sports, 4 April 2003 – „Joint work for already tenth time this summer”

Policijas akadēmijas vēstis, 30 September 2002 – „Students joint work within a framework of the “Project Footprints” „Projekts Pēdas”

Diena, 24 March 2003 – „Cleaning front has become wider”

Neatkarīgā Rīta Avīze, 16 April 2003 – „Olympians and students tide up Smerlis”

Neatkarīgā Rīta Avīze, 5 December 2003 – „compete students”

Vakara Zinas, 8 December 2003 – „Olympians greet helpers”

Lauku Avīze, 8 May 2003 – Students’ joint work at Salaspils „

Sports, 24 April 2003 – „LOK birthday is celebrated by joint work”

Rīgas Balss, 24 April 2003 – „Olympians teach to live more sprucely”

Čas, 8 May 2003 – „To collect garbage – is a great thing”
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I would like to express acknowledgement to the Latvian Olympians club and personally Vita Jaunzeme, the head of the project “Footprints”, as well as to all the participants for their enormous enthusiasm in making Riga better and cleaner place to live in. Let us all more often remind ourselves of the motto of your project: “Let us keep Latvia clean!” 

Vice-mayor, Riga City Council 





A. G. Kreituss
Riga, November 1, 2002

About the project “Footprints”
Getting to know the goals and already accomplished things of the project “Footprints” which is headed by the Latvian Olympians club and universities of Latvia, one has to recognize both – implementation of the idea of cleaning up our environment, as well as the way how project participants are brought together.  

Involving students in the project, which are the most active and most progressive part of the society, makes think that the motto of the project “Footprints” - “Let us keep Latvia clean!” – will find supporters among other citizens of Latvia, alongside forming the right attitude towards environment, society and country.

Supporting the project “Footprints”, I hope you achieve everything that you’ve planned in 2003.

Minister of Education and Science 



 Kārlis Šadurskis
Riga, 26. 02. 2003./ Nr. 1-17/198

About the project “Footprints”
Getting to know the goals of the project “Footprints”, Ministry of Environment considers that it should be supported from here on, as well as its development is encouraged also outside of Riga, in other cities of Latvia. Involving school children and students in similar activities, it serves as serious educational tool.

The project is a good example in how public activities can integrate Latvia’s youth and solve important problems of our country.

I would like to assure that the Ministry of Environment will support the project “Footprints”, thus stressing the urging need expressed in the project motto - “Let us keep Latvia clean!”

Sincerely,

Minister of Environment 





Raimonds Vējonis
10. 03. 2003./ Nr. 1-07/639

